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The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission was established through the SF Health Code. Sec. 41.3 
of the Code states: “The Commission shall render written report of its activities to the Board [of Supervisors] 
quarterly.” This report fulfills that requirement. 
 
 
The San Francisco Animal Control and Welfare Commission advises the Board of Supervisors on issues involving 
animals. People come to Commission meetings to offer their opinions about issues under discussion, and to suggest 
topics that the Commission might investigate further. During the first half of 2012, the Commission took the 
following actions: 

1. Sent a letter to the Board of Supervisors urging them to publicize National Dog Bite Prevention Week 
(May 20-26, 2012) in their newsletters and also on SFGov TV, and to recognize it at their meeting. The letter 
included simple rules to prevent dog bites that can be easily taught to children (and adults). The rate of dog 
bite-related injuries is highest for children 5 to 9 years old, and the rate decreases as children age. The letter 
also included urls where people can get more information about preventing dog bites. 

2. Recommended to the Board of Supervisors that San Francisco fund the development of a database of 
people who have abused, neglected, or mistreated an animal. This database could be accessed by city 
shelters and representatives of rescue groups certified by Animal Care and Control to help screen potential 
adopters and keep abusers from adopting animals through them. People convicted of abuse or neglect 
would be in the database. The Commission also suggests that people for whom Animal Care and Control 
has sufficient evidence of abuse, neglect or mistreatment, even if charges were not filed, also be included in 
the database. There would also be a mechanism for being removed from the database. The Commission will 
be contacting Supervisors about this proposed database. 

3. The Commission appointed two Commissioners to review the information and links listed on the 
Commission website for relevance and accuracy. The review will also consider adding links for animal-
related statistics in San Francisco, including shelter intakes and euthanasias, zoo animal acquisitions and 
deaths, and animals used in research. 

In addition, the Commission has held discussions on the following topics, which highlight animal issues that are of 
concern to San Francisco residents: 

1. Co-existing with Coyotes. The Commission heard from representatives of Project Coyote, a group that 
promotes active co-existence between people and wildlife, about suggestions for public outreach and 
education to reduce negative incidents between people, pets, and coyotes. The general feeling is that 
current programs conducted by Animal Care and Control are working, although they can always be 
improved. The Commission suggested a working group of stakeholders meet periodically to see if new 
outreach or education programs can or should be added to those already being done. 

2. Puppy Mills. The Commission heard a report from Dr. Jennifer Scarlett, co-president of the SF/SPCA, on 
results of a citywide survey conducted by the SF/SPCA on where San Franciscans get their pets. A 
surprising 30% of people may be getting dogs that were born in puppy mills, even though they may not be 
aware that is the source. Animals in puppy mills are kept in squalid conditions, bred repeatedly, and denied 
socialization and veterinary care. Puppies from mills often have health and behavioral problems. The 
SF/SPCA is beginning a media campaign to encourage people not to purchase pets online or from breeders 
that they do not interview or personally visit, and to encourage people to adopt pets from shelters and 
rescues. 

3. The San Francisco Zoo. The Commission receives frequent updates on discussions and issues raised at 
the Joint Zoo Oversight Committee amid the Commission’s continuing concerns about animal welfare at the 
Zoo. Topics discussed in the first half of 2012 included an explanation of why a bison injured in Golden Gate 
Park was returned to the paddock and later died (it kept running into a fence separating it from other bison 
and they feared it would do more harm to itself if it was kept separate from the others). 

 


